Tourism News

Strategic plan to revive
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The Yemeni government has announced its strategic
plan for reviving tourism in the country. The industry has
been affected badly by the security situation inside the
country and the regional and global tension. The plan is
to concentrate on Yemeni expatriates in South-East Asia
whose number is estimated at more than 5.6 million peo-
ple. The figures show that security worries have affected
badly the influx of tourist from Europe.

The plan was announced by the Prime Minister Mr. Abdul-Qader Bajammal
during the 2nd National Conference for Tourism held in Sana’a on 16-17
September 2003. Externally; it stresses the need for a promotion drive for
the tourist landmarks, especially for expatriate. On the internal front, it rec-
ognizes the importance of providing a clean environment and the reduc-
tion of harmful practices against natural and historical sites. It also calls for
strengthening the infrastructure of tourism and it highlights the backward-
ness of some facilities offered to tourists. The need to solve the security
problem has been discussed and the idea of creating tourist police to pro-
viding protection for all tourists has been considered.

The Yemen Times has commented that in the medium-term Tourist num-
ber could be between 200 to 300 thousand. If we assume that the average
stay of each tourist is four days, with 150 dollars spent each Day, this could
amount to a huge revenue and a big earning of hard currency. =

Istanbul
IS to open
Its Eighth
EMITT

The East Mediterranean international Travel & Tourism exhibition which
will be held in Istanbul next February, has signs of strong confirmed par-
ticipation from Dubai, Pakistan, India, China, Egypt, Malaysia, Greece,
Ukraine, Thailand and other countries. EMITT, coming now to its 8th year,
is supported by the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, Hotel and Tourism
association, Turkish Air lines and 36 Turkish regional tourist boards.

A total of 800 companies, from 40 countries are expected to participate
in the fair. 150000 visitors are expected to attend, 20000 out of them are
trade visitors.

Another important exhibition for the Hotel and hospitality suppliers will be
held at the same date in Istanbul and so visiting the city during the period
26 - 29 February 2004 is going to be very interesting. =
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Mr. Bajammal chairs the conference.
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