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The Technical Assembly of the Arab
Ministers’ Council, part of the Arab
League, organised the 4th Arab
Tourism Conference on the subject,
Liberalization of the Arab Tourism
Services, in Cairo, from 22 -24th
September 2002, in which the following
participated: Government officials in
the tourism sector, representatives of
private sector, international tourism
organisations, General Union for
Chambers of Trade, Industry and
Agriculture of Western Asia and Africa,
Arab Union for Aviation Transport, Arab
Union for Terrestrial Transport, Arab
Union for International Fairs and
Conferences, Union of Arab Tourism
Writers and other academic experts.
Eight sessions were held as well as
the opening session in which 14
papers were submitted.  Eighty-one
participants, representing both the
public and private sectors of 16 Arab
countries, attended.
Through intensive discussions, the fol-
lowing ideas gained support from the
participants:
• The necessity of keeping in steps with
the present international trend towards
privatization and confirming that the
sector of tourism is one of the sectors
which apply GATT in its services.
• Studying Arab responses to the conditions of the World Trade
Organization by sticking to freeing part of the tourism sector, and
consequently be exempted from freeing other sectors which it
does not want to free now.
• To consider attempts of Arab countries to privatize tourist serv-
ices, on the Arab level as a preparatory phase of the tourism sec-
tor, enabling them in future to open up markets at the interna-
tional  level.  
The conference resulted in many recommendations concentrat-
ing on what should be done in the future, efforts and arrange-
ments which should be taken, and what should be avoided in
order to reach the desired aims for the good of all Arab countries.
These recommendations concerned improving the efficiency and
quality of Arab tourism services, and promoting and develop
tourism investment through international negotiations between
concerned parties in this field.
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Dr. Mamdouh El-Beltagui, the Egyptian Minister of Tourism.
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