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|Tourism News

Promoting Regional Tourism

The tragedy of 11 September 2001 in the United States of America
and the events that followed was a catastrophe for world tourism.
Following 11 September, tourism has significantly declined through-
out the world and many airline companies have decreased their level
of work and made many of their employees redundant. There are air-
lines that have even completely halted some of their flights. Airline
service companies have also been affected, including those dealing
in tourism and hotels, along with other tourist sectors that are primary
movers in the world economy.

The risks and difficulties of traveling the world have become ever
more serious as a result of what happened on 11 September. This
has left the revival of tourism related activities in the near future some-
what uncertain.

However, in such times of uncertainty regional tourism in all its forms
should be highlighted and focused upon, particularly among Islamic
countries. Nowhere is this need more apt than in respect of religious
tourism, an area in which developing tourist countries can depend. This
may partly involve having to start devising ways in which visitors can be
received by a host country and provide adequate tourist services. It also
requires the setting up of modern highways, preferably linked on an intra-
regional basis so that there would be no need for potential visitors from
neighbouring countries flying to places further afield for their holidays.

Islamic Tourism magazine has undertaken the responsibility of main-
taining tourist and economic activities, and highlighting cultural, his-
torical and religious landmarks, in particular the Islamic ones, as well
as giving adequate information about Islamic countries on tourism.
This might help to surmount the crisis of recent events and their eco-
nomic impact.
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