|Tourism News

Egyptian Minister for Tourism
Dr Mamdouh al-Biltaji

5.5 Million Tourists a year to
Egypt before 11 September 2001
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In an interview on Egyptian Satellite Channel, Dr Mamdouh al-Biltaji,
Egypt's Minister for Tourism, stated that the number of tourists to
Egypt had reached 5.5 million a year before 11 September 2001, one
million of whom were from Arab countries.

Dr al-Biltaji said that the Egyptian tourism sector was considered to
be one of the industries that contributed most to Egypt’s national
economy. He described tourism as being one of the main employers
in Egypt, with the livelihoods of 2.2 million households dependant
upon various sector of the industry. He maintained that the slump in
tourism was attributable to several reasons, namely conflict, terror-
ism, the recession that had recently affected so many countries, and
fluctuations in currency rates.

He indicated that the sector within the tourism industry that had been most
severely hit by the slump was air transport and the aviation industry in
general. The Egyptian Minister of Tourism also said in the broadcast that
prospects for tourism investors depended upon the following factors:

- archeological variety within a country

- an excellent environment

- religious tourism

- therapeutic tourism;

- safaris

- sporting trips

- recreational programmes

- a tourist’s safety and welfare

- regular services

- a developed sense of awareness about tourism in society

Dr al-Biltaji emphasised that it was essential to achieve progress in
the international tourism industry, and indeed this was the target that
Egypt was aiming for.
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Giant Tourist
Projects in al-Ta’if

The Crown Prince, Deputy Prime
Minister and Commander of the
National Guards of the Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia, Emir Abdallah ibn
Abdul Aziz, inaugurated a range of
tourist, economic and health proj-
ects in August, 2001, in the city of
al-Ta'if, which is worth nearly one
billion Saudi riyals.

The Emir opened the first stage of
the project, including a resort and
cable cars, in the al-Huda and al-
Ker areas, which are worth over 50
million Saudi riyals. The cable cars
will travel over the great heights of
al-Ta'if and is one of the largest
such initiatives in the Middle East.
The project, which is in the possession of the al-Ta'if Tourist
Company for Investment, includes more than 50 cable cars with a
capacity of 1,000 passengers per hour in one direction, extending
to nearly 4,200 metres from the highest area in al-Huda to the low-
est area of al-Ker. The project also includes a resort, tourist village,
sports and water skiing halls, and other amenities.

The Emir also opened many other service and health projects, includ-
ing the Specialised Hospital of King Faisal in al-Ta'if which is worth
about 680 million Saudi riyals ($181.3 million dollars). It contains 500
beds and includes all medical facilities in addition to a medical col-
lege that is attended by about 1,000 students.

The Crown Prince has also opened the powerhouse extension of the
Jahd clan, worth nearly 175 million Saudi riyals. This will provide a
number of centers next to al-Ta'if with electricity. His Highness has
also opened the first stage of the Agabah al-Muhammadiyah Way, at
a cost of 40 million Saudi Riyals, to serve the villages near al-Ta'if and
to attract more local people to the Red Sea.

The projects that were opened by the Crown Prince will contribute to
promoting the tourism and service sectors of the city of aAl-Ta'if,
which during the last two years has witnessed the setting up of a
tourist and service infrastructure benefiting from a moderate climate
and beautiful natural scenery.
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