The Marrakesh marathon:

Marrakesh - Najib Khalifa

The theme of the 19th Marrakesh Marathon, organized under the patronage of King Mohamed
VI, was “Sport in the service of tourism.” No fewer than 8000 athletes took part, including
champions, who won prestigious races such as marathons of London and New York.

arrakesh is characterized by beautiful

weather in January and its wide flat
boulevards suitable for any sport, including
the marathon. This is one of the tourist cities
of the kingdom, due to its bewitching natural
landscape, its rich heritage, its many holy
sites, diversity of its tourism products: rural,
environmental and winter tourism with the
International Ski Station (Oukaimden), the
quality of its original craftsmanship, and
above all the joy and sense of hospitality and
humour of its inhabitants. These are all factors
that have encouraged the development of
sports tourism in this city.
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The Marrakesh marathon is a model of what
sports tourism can do for a city. The 8000
athletes from around the world, are all tourists
as well as athletes, to the extent that they
contribute to the development of tourism in
the city, giving a helping push to the hotels,
restaurants (more than 20000 meals per day),
crafts and commerce in general.

These guests also benefit from the
hospitality of Marrakeshis, the monuments
of historical heritage, such as the largest
open-air theatre, “Jamaa Lafna”, the
delicious cuisine of this city, the healthy
climate because of its high density of palm
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trees (800000 palms),
orange and olive trees and the highest
mountains in the kingdom which overlook
the city.

The main feature of this event is that it

the surrounding

benefits both sport and tourism. It is
organized by the Grand Atlas Society and it
is now in its 19th year: proof of its success
and continuity. This is a shining example of
sports tourism in Morocco.

Kenyans and Ethiopians won first places in
the marathon. Alain Ndiwa of Kenya came
first. The next marathon will be held during
the same period in 2009. B
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