Mauritania begins promoting
desert and cultural tourism

Madrid - Motaz Othman

This is the first time that | see a Mauritania stand in an international tourism exhibition. This
country, with its capital Nouakchott, an area of nearly one million square kilometres and a
population of 3 million, has long beaches on the Atlantic Ocean. Its economy is based on
fishing and the extraction and export of iron, as well as oil which has been discovered recently.

In an interview, Mr. Mohamed Abdullahi
Khatra, Director General of the National
Tourism Office of Mauritania, at the FITUR
exhibition in Madrid, told me that Mauritania
recently started its tourism promotion and
participated in tourism fairs in Spain and
France, to develop cultural tourism in
particular. Mauritania has four cities that were
included in UNESCO’s World Heritage list. They
are: Chenguitt, Ouadane, Tichit and Oualata.

Mauritania Stand

AnlboawXly drsyall wboawidl o
peila gramg > Lols g 0 b of Land JLs
NI R DUNE RN I
aalill o bl b alibie ploos WX o e Liag
ilag e Sl pess LaS acsll wlilpdly
Gy Lo ol saall aslowd dus, allpls )
) ol gotia Sy lapall Al
Al dl o dalg ) <V__\_Q_\_v Lo Loliygo 2
ahals Lgcg (yo Bayég b_> duié Aoy dlosn
dbgea dy>liw dgrg el Liliyga of

ddlellasliwll delnia 8 gunc o
Ellasll o whlotiadl somo avall o
i pga 5 dlon ]l o) JLdg Ll
sl g Lgio dupall dalsg chlotw]

B LI ey o> letiu] peils

But, it also has eco-tourism, with the enormous
potential of the Sahara, from palm trees to
shifting sand dunes, and beach tourism, which
had not been promoted until now.

Mr. Khatra added that the interest in tourism
in Mauritania is growing: in 1996 there were
only 270 tourists; currently, there are nearly
100.000 mostly French and Spanish. He also
said that his country has two ecological
regions in Arguin and Jolan, where you can

Loiliygo gl

™= INTERVIEW

Mr. Mohamed Abdullahi Khatra with our representative
AL fir zo das oMl aic saa

enjoy watching rare birds and other animals.
Hunting is another major attraction. The
country also has beautiful rich and varied
beaches. Thus, Mauritania has become a
famous tourist destination and it is a
member of the World Tourism
Organization. Mr. Khatra said that his
country encourages investment in tourism,
particularly Arab tourism and a new
investment law is under review. |
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