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China`s Terracotta Army Exhibition
at the British Museum
>Derick McGroarty 

The finding of a terracotta man’s head by a group of farmers
digging for a well in 1974, led to the discovery in  Xi`an of the
site of the Terracotta Army, near the tomb of the 1st Emperor
of China, Qin Shibang (ruled 221-210 BC).  The total area of the
site is now known to be 56 kms sq. and has excited
archaeologists, historians and tourists for more than 30 years 

In 221 BC Qin (pronounced “Chin”)
unified what we now know as China.

The construction of the Great Wall began
during his reign and he standardised
coinage, weight and script.  A law code
was also established.
The tomb, started in the first year of his
reign, is presumed to have been incomplete
at the time of his death.  As far as is known
the huge burial mound is sealed and has not
been disturbed.  Over 1000 figures are

 á«æ«°üdG á«æ«£dG π«KÉªàdG ¢Vô©e
ÊÉ£jÈdG ∞ëàŸG ‘

displayed upright in Xi,an.  It is estimated
that a further 6,000 remain fallen or buried.
At the British Museum in the splendid
setting of the Reading Room I enjoyed the
face to face encounter with a few of these
extraordinary statues. Although not
intended as portraits, each of the thousands
of figures is given individual personality.
Constructed by teams of workmen, each
team was responsible for one part of the
figure (i.e. torso, etc.)

One hundred and twenty objects are
displayed.  20 complete figures, which include
10 warriors, made up of two generals, one
officer, two infantrymen, one cavalry man,
two kneeling archers, one standing archer
and one charioteer.  Six complete figures of
new finds include an acrobat, strongman and
two musicians.  Others include a kneeling
stable boy, horses, birds, heads and broken
bodies.  This is the largest group of terracotta
material ever seen outside China.
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