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Tunisia:
Desert Safaris Lawrence Style
>By Ian Stalker

Tunisia is enabling foreign tourists to somewhat follow in the hoof prints of
Lawrence of Arabia’s legions, gaining insights into lifestyles  that have remained
unchanged for centuries.  T.E. Lawrence, who gained fame leading the Arab
Revolt, adapted to this style of life in the desert.

The North African country, which has
developed a modern tourism

infrastructure, still enables people to see part
of a seemingly endless world of desert by a
transportation mode that long predates the
modern four-wheel-drive vehicles that now
carry many foreigner vacationers into the
Tunisian Sahara.
Those seeking a truly traditional experience
can opt for camel safaris that are led by
Bedouin guides and have tourists overnight in
tents under starry desert skies, says Mohamed
Jerbi, North American director for the Tunisian
National Tourist Office.
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“It’s very exotic,” he says of travel by camel, a
transportation form used for centuries by
traders and others working their way over
desert landscapes.
The guides, accustomed to the desert, can
navigate by the sun’s location, just as their
forefathers did.
Participants can wear Bedouin-style clothes if
they choose, and nights are spent in Bedouin
tents.
Travellers will find themselves in a virtually
silent world, far from any crowded locales they
may have come from.
“It’s completely different than the modern life.

It’s very quiet. In the desert, you can be with
each other and nature, and forget the stress
and problems of modern life,” Jerbi says.
“There will be no cellular phones, nothing.”
The neophyte desert dwellers will be served
Bedouin food.  
The safaris feature at least one night in the
Sahara, and Jerbi can recall an energetic
European couple who spent 40 nights
working their way up, down and around
sand dunes.
Spring and autumn are seen as good months
for the safaris, while summer is impractical
because of high temperatures.
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