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Berlin-Motaz Othman

You are always welcomed by officials,
exhibits and photos of green nature
that decorate walls make you feel as if you
are in a garden looked after by people of
high culture and refinement.

This is what | discovered during my visit to
Brunei’s stand in the Berlin International

Fair, where | was welcomed by Mr. Sheikh
Jamaluddin bin Sheikh Mohamed, CEO of
the Brunei Tourism Board. He presented
me with a large collection of pictures of
his country, starting with the theme of
modernity in Brunei: urban sophistication.
Modern convenience. World class luxury in
a tiny corner of Borneo. An ancient
civilization entering a new century. Brunei
clings to the past, but is very much in the
now.

Sheikh Jamaluddin emphasised stability
and security in Brunei. It should be noted
that Brunei is an ancient kingdom
shrouded in legend. A palace adorned
with gold. A rich and epic history. The
Brunei experience is one of unparalleled
majestic opulence.

The images also showed the infrastructure

"~ INTERVIEW

Brunel Darussalam

The stands of the Kingdom of Brunei in international tourism exhibitions reflect the nature of
this country and its rich culture.
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From left: Mr. Sheikh Jamaluddin bin Sheikh Mohamed, CEO of Brunei Tourism
Board and Mr. Motaz Othman

of modern hotels and resorts located on T— i
the shores of Brunei and equipped for
tourism and conferences. There were also
images of a golf club, extending on green
spaces, leisure cities, and water sports on
the clean beaches of Brunei.

Mr. Sheikh Jamaluddin spoke about the
rich culture of Brunei with its
predominantly Muslim population. The
Malays are committed to Islamic values,
which shapes the culture of Brunei. This is
reflected in the magnificent Islamic
architecture, where you find splendid
mosques. The voices of prayer at dawn
confer  magnificence, serenity  and
quietness.

As Brunei is located on the equator, the
temperature throughout the year, ranges
between 22 and 32. Therefore, Brunei is
always a tourist destination, characterized
by tropical forests, exotic species of birds,
butterflies, flowers, wildlife and waterfalls.
After the interview, Mr. Sheikh Jamaluddin
invited me to visit Brunei to appreciate its
civilization, nature, culture and Islamic
landmarks. B
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