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The Eighth Meeting

n the presence of a strong media, public and

tourist audience and many Egyptian and Arab
VIPs, Sheik Bandar Bin Fahad Al-Fahid, President
of the Arab Organization of Tourism,
inaugurated the 8th International Meeting of
Pan-Arab  Tourism, organized by the
International Arab Company for Organizing
Exhibitions and Congresses, in Samiramis
Intercontinental hotel, Cairo from 3rd - 5th
March, 2007.

More than 70 establishments of tourism from
Saudi Arabia, Egypt and Sudan took part in the
exhibition. They represent hotels, airlines; travel
agencies, companies providing services for Hajj
and Umrah, press specialized in tourism, import
companies and hotel costume designers.

A conference on the topic of ““Pan-Arab tourism

between reality and hopes™ was held during
the exhibition. Sheik Bandar spoke about the
Arab Organization of Tourism (AOT), its
strategy, action plans and its five congresses
since its creation in September 2005.

Sultan Abu Jaber, secretary general of the OAT,
spoke in detail about the principal objectives of
the organisation which aims at an increase in
the economic returns of tourism, the
improvement of the efficiency of the
institutional capacities of the tourism sector, its
adaptation to fight against poverty, and to
reinforce the partnership between private and
public sectors, and those working in the
tourism sector.

Dr. Mohamed Saleh, adviser to the
Egyptian Minister of tourism, spoke about
the obstacles to Pan-Arab tourism and the
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means of resolving them.

Hisham Zaazoua, Director General of the
Egyptian Union of Tourism Chambers,
underlined the sharp increase in world tourism,
from 25 million tourists in 1950 to 842 million
in 2006, and exceeding in its benefits even the
oil industry. He stressed the need for
consolidating tourism awareness within the
Arab world, and the work towards improving
the image of the Arab world and adopting
electronic marketing.

At the end of the meeting, Mrs. Mouna Jalal,
president of the organizing company, handed
out prizes to the establishments which had
been particularly distinguished, among them
the Islamic Tourism magazine, whose
participation in this session was particularly
appreciated. B
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